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IFMH maintained its membership in 2006 with institutional subscriptions now comprising almost a third of overall membership figures.

Reflecting its healthy finances, IFMH sponsored (and indeed managed) the 2006/2007 Research in the Workplace Award, a biennial grant that seeks to fund small library and information professional-led workplace research projects - http://ifmh.org.uk/RIWA.html 

IFMH Inform 

IFMH Inform continues to provide an important communication for IFMH business, keeping up-to-date with developments in health and social care information management nationally, and original research and descriptive papers on a range of topics. Inform is produced by an editorial team of Richard Bridgen, Rosalind McNally and Maria Grant, with support from the IFMH Committee.  Highlights of 2006 included:

· Annette Thain’s paper on ‘Managed Knowledge Networks in Scotland’ was reprinted (with permission) on the 123Doc website – a resource which supports continuing professional development and training for healthcare professionals. 

· IFMH Inform welcomed new contributors from NHS Wales as well as continuing to provide a range of regular contributors which make Inform an excellent source for current awareness. 

· The Spring Issue included two papers on conducting research, providing insight into some of the organisational and process issues involved for developing skills in these areas.

· The Summer Issue published 3 papers from the IFMH sponsored session on partnership working and collaboration held at this year’s HLG Conference. Our winter issue included a number of papers on research and collaborative working. Both these issues helped these presentations reach a wider audience than might otherwise have been achieved whilst providing the opportunity for those new to authorship to develop their ideas and writing skills. 

IFHM Web Site - http://www.ifmh.org.uk/

A web counter and search statistics software were both implemented to the IFMH website in 2006, allowing the monitoring of usage.  There were 595 visitors to the IFMH website between June and December 2006.  

In addition to dedicated pages on IFMH study days – including accompanying abstracts and PowerPoint presentations of speakers – as hosts for the Research in the Workplace Award 2006/2007, the IFMH web site provided an important first port of call for information on the award.  The site includes examples of good practice and links to resources that the novice researcher may find useful - http://www.ifmh.org.uk/RIWA.html
Study Days

In July 2006, IFMH hosted a session at the HLG conference in Eastbourne, UK.   Joan Hunter (Manager, Library and Knowledge Services (NSC) East of England Strategic Health Authority) spoke on “Increasing access to knowledge information and the evidence base of health and social care in the East of England” and Helen Thompson, (Librarian, PCTs Health Informatics Service Library, Leeds North West Primary Care Trust) described partnership working in Leeds between NHS libraries and the hospices and universities across the city.  The presentations were well attended and generated lively interest.  Further details can be found in issue 17 (2) of the IFMH Inform - http://www.ifmh.org.uk/inform/infm17_2.htm
Committee Structure

IFMH welcomed Suzanne Wilson (NHS Quality Improvement Scotland) as IFMH Secretary and Caron Hartley (King’s Fund Information and Library Service) who both joined the IFMH Committee in 2006, whilst bidding farewell to Julie Glanville, Valerie Wildridge, Julie-Ann Roszkowski  and Eve Hollis who all stepped down from the committee due to work commitments.  Thanks to everyone for their hard work and dedication in 2006.

For further details of all IFMH activities, please visit the IFMH web site at http://ifmh.org.uk/ or by contacting Kath Wright, Membership Secretary on tel: +44 (0) 1904 321460 or email kew5@york.ac.uk
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