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The past year was successful for IFMH. The sub-group continued to build on earlier achievements in building a portfolio of professional development activities for its members and it retained a healthy financial position.

The enhanced role of the primary care sector has been a pivotal force driving changes in the management of the NHS, and as such provides challenges for information professionals. Recognising this, IFMH repeated a highly successful study day, run jointly with HLG, “First things, first! Information to meet the changing needs of primary care” Two of the three issues of Inform, the IFMH newsletter, published in 2002 picked up this theme further and included contributions from the study day and other papers highlighting change and developments in primary care.

IFMH also linked in with another hot topic, partnership working, which was the theme of the HLG conference in Edinburgh. We commissioned a number of presenters at the conference to write articles that were featured in the third issue of Inform for 2002. We also contributed to the conference by organising an exhibition stand. This provided the opportunity for members to take part in a prize draw whereby they completed a membership survey offering ideas as to what IFMH should focus on in the future. We also organised and hosted a conference session, presented by BioMed Central which provided information on their innovative approaches to the provision of electronic journals.

IFMH’s image was revamped in 2002 with a brand new logo. This reflects changes in the corporate identity of HLG and signals our keenness to continue to work closely with our parent body.

The IFMH members discussion list is still in operation and has now moved from Egroups ownership to Yahoo Groups. The list exists to enable members to share information, queries and thoughts electronically and to communicate directly with the Committee.

As to the Committee, there were a few changes in 2002. We quickly gained, and lost, a Secretary, as Louise Falzon took up a post in New York shortly after taking on board the Secretary’s duties. We are in the process of recruiting to this post. We welcomed Susan Mottram from the University of Leeds, who has joined the Committee as Joint Study Day Coordinator. This role was previously undertaken by Pat Spoor who remained on the Committee in 2002 in order to develop the IFMH web pages. Finally, this is my last contribution for IFMH as my four years’ stint as Chair came to an end in December 2002. I have thoroughly enjoyed leading IFMH and would like to express my gratitude to all those individuals who have come, gone (and sometimes stayed!) for the last four years for all their hard work and enthusiasm in serving on the Committee. I have now handed over the reigns to Maria J Grant and have every confidence that IFMH will continue to prosper under her leadership.
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